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A major renovation resulted in this modern open-plan house
that is as functional is as it is beautiful

SITUATED IN the Sydney suburh of
Epping, this house was originally a single-
storey residence facing north-east to frone,
and set deep in from the front building
sctback. This brick wencer house had a
shallow-pitched Colorbond roof and gable
ends. According w Lalit Mital, chartered
architect for Dynamic Design Selutions,
“Although a prime corner location, the
house was barely visible from the primary
street or noticeable from the street front due
to sloping land. It was sunken down below
front road level and further obscured by
the shrubs at the front. From the scc:mdury
street, the house had a Colorbond boundary
fence, no street presentation or articulation
towards the street.”

According to Miral, the aim of the
project was to “give a complete facelift o
the entire house with a fresh new look, a
contemparary-style design and open-plan
living. We wanted to do this with deft use
of scale/proportions, materials, colours and
finishes, to create volume of spaces full of
natural light and ventilation. We wanted
to elevate and articulate the front and
side street fagades to bring an identity and
street presence so that it is conspicuous
when people drive past. Furthermare, we
wanted to blend existing houses with
the new extension so the entire house is
integrated as one.”

The brief for the project included:

*  Rartionalising the existing floorplan
{open-plan living)

»  Allowing plenty of natural light and
cross ventilation (use of skylights)

+  Adding one new guest bedroom
and ensuite

+  Adding an ensnite to the existing
master bedroom

*  Making the study larger (into a fourth
bedroom) and relocating the external
laundry into an internal laundry

*  Internal access to existing garage

»  Adding a large deck to the rear for
entertainment overlooking the rear
private open space.

According to Miral, some of the special
design considerations included an addition
to the front of the house, which required
careful design consideration as it affected
the strectscape’s front two streets. The
design ensured the house was elevated
well above the front street level and is
visible from the street. A rall front facade
was then articulated and interest created
by breaking surfaces into two materials
— Colorbond wall cladding and rendered
walls painted in complementary colours.
The high-raked roof provided a volume
of space inside, supplemented with square
north-facing windows to the front fagade.
This also achieved the aim of not having a
box gutter at any given location.

Placement of a masonry feature wall/

blade wall on the east, painted in contrast
red, is the result of careful architectural
detailing as well as design resolution as it
defines the end of the existing house and
existing Colorbond roof on one side and
commencement of a new extension beyond
on the other side. The fact that the existing
house already had a Colorbond shallow
raof sct the challenge to create a design
solution that would retain the existing
roof as it is and yet develop an innovative
design that blends and complements it.

Mital's favourite part of the renovated
space is “the north-casterly newly added
lounge room at the front: high-raked
ceiling with downlights, with one of the
internal walls fearuring a wall painted in
red, and blackbutr polished floor. It is an
experience to sense the space and volume
filled with natural light as it has windows
on three sides — cast, north and west. As
the sun moves during the day, it creates
dramatic light effects.”

In hindsight, Mital claims there is
only one thing he would change if the
budget constraints were not there. “Id

“The aim of the project was to
give a complete facelift to the
entire house with a fresh new
look, a contemporary-style
design and open-plan living.”

have considered having the ducted central >>
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airconditioning included while all ceilings
and walls were open, prior to re-lining.”
Mital adds that, “Although contradictory
in many ways to councils push for
traditional and sympathetic streetscape
and neighbourhood characrer contexr,
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ADDRESS: 18, Third Avenue, Epping NSW 2121

THE PROJECT WAS BUILT BY

HAZZOURI CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD
MOB: 0414 549 510

FLOORING: Kitchen/Dining

groove timber flocring

BEDROOM: Carpet

iered and painted in two

ed. Other: Feature bla

system servicing lou
KITCHEN: Benchtop

this homes unique design stands out
particularly at this conspicuous corner
location, yet it blends and sits on site
extremely well, enhancing the streetscape
and neighbourhood. It is a sensitive and
thoughtful design that has emerged after
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carcful sitc analysis, sclection of right
materials, textures, finishes and colours.
Most importantly, the use of the right scale,
proportions and articulation of fagade have
manifested this project into a delightful
and rich archirectural experience.” réze
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SANITARY FIXTURES + BATHROOM FITTINGS: Caroma.
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